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The Term “Colville”
At the outset of this report the word “Colville” deserves an explanation.  When the

Hudson’s Bay Company established a trading post near Kettle Falls on the Columbia, it named it
after Andrew Colvile, former London Governor for the Company.  Fort Colvile (spelled with one
“l”) existed as a Hudson’s Bay Company post from 1825 to 1871.  In 1859, in response to
hostilities involving other tribes in the region, the United States established a fort near the
Hudson’s Bay Company post.  The United States named its military post “Fort Colville” (with
two “l’s.”).  

At the time of the establishment of Fort Colvile, the tribe occupying the area was the
Skoyelpi (spelled many different ways over time).  Because of their proximity to the Hudson’s
Bay Post, the tribe came to be known as the Colvile or later Colville Tribe.  The valley in which
both the tribe and the two posts were located came to be known as the Colville Valley and later
the town of Colville grew up.

In 1872 a reservation was established for a number of tribes in the region, including the
Colville (or Skoyelpi).  The original reservation included Colville tribal land on the east of the
Columbia River and Kettle Falls.  As a result it came to be known, at first popularly, and later
formally, as the Colville Reservation, even though many other tribes moved there, including the
Lakes (or Sinixt), San Poil, Nespelem, Okanogan (spelled Okanagan in British Columbia),
Columbia, Methow, Chelan, Entiat, Wenatchi, Palus, and Nez Perce.  Many Whites in the region
of the reservation were unable to tell the tribes apart.  Over the years Indians on the reservation
came identify themselves to outsiders as Colville, to indicate they lived on the Colville
Reservation, even though among themselves the Indians all were able to identify which tribe or
tribes they came from.

After the Lakes (Sinixt) began to settle on the Colville Reservation, non-Indian residents
of British Columbia began to call them Colville Indians, meaning they believed the Indians were
coming to British Columbia from the Colville Reservation.  Usually it is possible to correctly
identify the Lakes in historical accounts because their chiefs were well known and they traveled
in distinctive canoes not used by neighboring tribes.  

Today the tribes on the Colville Reservation are known as the Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation.  Tribal enrollment cards allow individuals to identify their tribal affiliation
(after genealogical corroboration).  Many Lakes are enrolled on the reservation and many have
held positions in the governing body of the Confederated Tribes, the Colville Business Council. 
The Lakes also have an advisory group which makes recommendations to the Business Council
on matters relating to their tribe.
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